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RARE GANGER SEEN
N 41 HOMOSEXUALS

Qutbreak Occurs Among Men
in New York and California
—8 Died Inside 2 Years

!

By LAWRENCE K. ALTMAN '
Doctors in New York and California,

== Singouton the 4™

41 cases of a rare and often rapidly fatal | |
form of cancer. Eight of the victims died'

less than 24 months after the diagnosis| (% { f 6/ ﬁ

was made. '

The cause of the outbreak is unknown, € [WZ % W E W%
and there is as yet no evidence of conta-' .

gion. But the doctors who have made the
diagnoses, mostly in New York City and Words cHMusec

the San Francisco Bay area, are alert-! Framces sheott f(o} John Stafford Smeth (7)
ing other physicians who treat large W / 7

numbers of homosexual men to the /7 ‘

problem in an effort to help identi : 7 q I

more cases and to reduce the delay in of-

A
i
fering chemotherapy treatment. g
The sudden appearance of the cancer, ‘
called Kaposi’s Sarcoma, has prompted 1. !
a medical investigation that experts say

could have as much scientific as public

health importance because of what it 1. 04, - /Jay, can you A¢€e, éy the dawns ear ~ ly ,&yﬁl‘, What g0 |

may teach about determining the
causes of more common types of cancer.

First Appears in Spots .
Doctors have been taught in the past q
that the cancer usually appeared first in 7 t
spots on the legs and that the disease y ] V4 : iT ]
took a slow course of up to 10 years. But y | # o &

these recent cases have shown that it ap-
pearsinone o:h m%x(;eavio’i%t—colored spots d A 5{ ,tﬁ - /& [ 5 W 41 c{ ) a/ ) ﬁ,t
anywhere on the body. The spots gener- N ail’ ~ 'glit’ am-ong? Whose troad stupes an ﬁuf
ally do not itch or cause other symp- 70 eou ly 44.’6 s ¢ mi 4 Last y/ ¢ ; 4 W
toms, often can be mistaken for bruises, '
sometimes appear as lumps and can ﬂ I
turn brown after a period of time. The 4 - J— -
cancer often causes swollen lymph H 4
glands, anc:h thbgr(xl kills by spreading y — i
throughout the body. Z 1

Doctors investigating the outbreak f = y )
gelieve thg;cx;lany c;is&s have gon? un-

etected use of the rarity of the .
condition and the difficulty even derma- Atans, o' the pex - il ~ ous fzy/u‘ Cer e K~ porls  we wakch'd wexe do
tologists may have in diagnosing it.

In a letter alerting other physicians to

/AR

the problem, Dr. Alvin E. Friedman- -

Kien of New York University Medical T P

Center, one of the investigators, de- 1

scribed the appearance of the outbreak ! i 1 : !
1 \

as “rather devastating.”
ga/ ~ /mu‘{y .4(/{5%14419?0{;24{1/16 nock~ets'  xed ;@w, e tomls éww.t‘w’ny i

Dr. Friedman-Kien said in an inter-
view yesterday that he knew of 41 cases
collated in the last five weeks, with the
cases themselves dating to the past 30
months. The Federal Centers for Dis-

(Sing out)

ease Control in Atlanta is expected to
victims, but the nationwide incidence of
) Gave proof W the  night  that oun Hag was sl there.
Control to be less than six-one-hun- :
million people. However, the disease ac- _Hy 1 X

publish the first description of the out- :

break in its weekly report today, accord- ” v

ing to a spokesman, Dr. James Curran. 1 Y4 P T >

The report notes 26 of the cases — 20 in 1 ! X v 4 Qg i

New York and six in California. ! !

Kaposi’s Sarcoma in the past had been . .

pos pas

dredths of a case per 100,000 people an- m

counts for up to 9 percent of all cancers t F
] N
T

There is no national registry of cancer y ! ' ﬂ_‘_
estimated by the Centers for Disease
nually, or about two cases in every three | -\
in a belt across equatorial Africa, where t —

'+

it commonly affects children and young
adults.

In the United States, it has primarily
affected men older than 50 years. But in

the recent cases, doctors at nine medi- O#4, sy, dbes  that dtm~ﬁfm~g/ea/ Ban ~ net—.yet' wave. . .Cex the

,-p—-‘

cal centers in New York and seven hos-
pitals in California have been diagnos-
ing the condition among younger men, ‘ ~ .

all of whom said in the course of stand- -1 v P

ard diagnostic interviews that they were 0 K — r ) J Vol
homosexual. Although the ages of the ] - w4 #
patients have ranged from 26 to 51 1 V4 + hv4 )

years, many have been under 40, with | \ g \

the meanat 39.
¢’ the /we and the  fome of 1he lruawe?

Nine of the 41 cases known to Dr.
Friedman-Kien were diagnosed in Cali- ,[a/nd'
fornia, and several of those victims re- . :
ported that they had been in New York

[ the period preceding the diagnosis. 2. Onithe shore, dimby seontbno’ the mists of the deep, 3. Oh, thus be it ever when freemon stall stand
leagues were checking on reports of two Whene the /;e'/.f ﬁaayﬁty Hort m dread sulenice Aeproses, Between the Lov'd homes and the warls desolation’
victims diagnosed in Copenhagen, one

of whom had visited New York. What v that which the treeze, o'en the Aowening ateep, Bilest with viet 'ny and peace, may the heavn rescued Land
Viral Infections Indicated oo ot forfully Hows half conceals, #alf discloses? Prawse the Pown that hath made and presewed us a nation!

No one medical investigator has yet £ calches the gleam of the mommmgs fout feam Ftem c ex we nmust, wh ity
interviewed all the victims, Dr. Curran How & y ? W ' o e  pen our cawse & i fut,

said. According to Dr. Friedman-Kien, Jn Jull glovy W now shnes on the streasn; And this be our motto, Tn God 4s own bwust.”

the rting doctors said that most . ;
mre%zd B olved homosexual men s the Star dfwn?(ea( Barnrer, O Lon may A wave And the Star dpangled Larmer wn shall wave

who have had multiple and frequent sex- O'ex the Land y the /lee amd Lthe fome of the brawe! Cen the land y Ahe /Yee and the fosmme of the trave!
ual encounters with different partners, l . . , ’

as many as 10 sexual encounters each:  eo— __l
night up to four times a week.

Many of the patients have also been
treated for viral infections such .as
herpes, cytomegalovirus and hepatitis
B as well as parasitic infections such as
amebiasis and giardiasis. Many pa-
tients also reported that they had used
drugs such as amyl nitrite and LSD to
heighten sexual pleasure. :

Cancer is not believed to be conta-
gious, but conditions that might precipi-
tate it, such as particular viruses or en-
vironmental factors, might account for
an outbreak among a single group.

The medical investigators say some
indirect evidence actually points away
from contagion as a cause. None of the
patients knew each other, although the
theoretical possibility that some may
have had sexual contact with a person
with Kaposi's Sarcoma at some point in
the past could not be excluded, Dr.
Friedman-Kien said.

Dr. Curran said there was no appar-
ent danger to nonhomosexuals from
contagion. “‘The best evidence against
contagion,” he said, ‘‘is that no cases
have been reported to date outside the
homosexual community or in women."’

Dr. Friedman-Kien said he had tested
nine of the victims and found severe de-
fects in their immunological systems.
The patients had serious malfunctions
of two types of cells called T and B cell
lymphocytes, which have important
roles in fighting infections and cancer.

But Dr. Friedman-Kien emphasized
that the researchers did not know
whether the immunological defects
were the underlying problem or had de-
veloped secondarily to the infections or
drug use.

The research team is testing various
hypotheses, one of which is a possible
link between past infection with cyto-
megalovirus and development of Kapo-
si’s Sarcoma. »
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